
 
  

 

ESCAPE ROOM 2: LET’S GO GREEN! 

Teacher’s guide 

General information 

• Topics covered: Functioning and role of EU institutions (Parliament, Commission, 

Council of the EU), elections and plenary procedures, European Green Deal. 

• Age group: 13+ 

• Timing: About 30 minutes 

• ER function: This escape room can be used as a “practical exercise” before or after a 

theoretical lesson on these topics in class. 

• Learning objectives: At the end of this ER, the pupils will be able to know: 

✓ The main actions of the European Green Deal 

✓ The 7 groups in the European Parliament 

✓ The roles of the European Parliament, European Commission and Council of the 

European Union 

✓ The voting system to elect members of the European Parliament 

✓ The Ordinary Legislative Procedure 

Material 

In order to implement this escape room, you will need the following material : 

 “The European Green Deal: We need to act now!” (Document to fill in) Annex 1 

 At least one pen or pencil / 

 An envelope containing a set of cards describing each political group in the 

European Parliament (7) 

Annex 2 

 Documents describing 3 concrete actions of the European Green Deal (3) Annex 3 

 A tablet, laptop, or computer with the “The European Parliament: Elections & 

roles” Genially presentation 

Annex 4 

 Posters about environmental issues and climate change (9) Bonus 

  



 
  

 

Detailed scenario 

Introduction: The pupils are stuck in a room, preferably decorated with posters related to 

the environmental crisis or climate change. The teacher or Game Master tells them: 

“We are in 2019, and an important document which is necessary for the European Union to 

approve the new European Green Deal has been stolen. The Commission members don’t 

have time to finish completing it, as the next Parliament meeting will start in less than an 

hour. They only have parts of the information required, and they need to prepare for the 

session too.  

They have hired you to explore this office and complete the missing parts of the text so it can 

be presented to the Parliament at the beginning of the session, to convince all of the 

members to sign it in order to act in favour of the European Green Deal.  

If you aren’t able to complete this document in time, the meeting will need to be postponed 

until new procedures are done to allow a new proposal, which could take time and reduce 

the process and impact of these necessary acts. So, search for the information and fill in the 

text as quickly as possible!” 

The pupils will directly receive the document that they need to complete about the European 

Green Deal and the European Parliament elections (See Annex 1). They will thus need at 

least one pen or pencil to write down the information they’ll find. 

Step 1: On a desk or table, they will easily find an envelope containing a set of 7 cards, 

each describing one of the political groups which are a part of the European Parliament, their 

political position and their number of seats in the Parliament (See Annex 2).  

This may be used in different manners: either as a piece of information regarding the 

different parties involved in the decision-making regarding the European Green Deal or as a 

way to create smaller groups among participants, which may explore different documents at 

the same time in order to be more efficient. If the number of participants is already small, 

each pupil may be assigned one of the cards or groups and have an individual role or aspect 

to explore. 

Note: This step may be skipped if you do not consider this information as pertinent or 

necessary based on the students’ prior knowledge of this topic and/or if you do not wish to 

separate them into smaller units due to their organisational skills. 

Step 2: Also on the desk or table are 3 documents, each concerning one of the actions that 

are part of the European Green Deal (See Annex 3). Students may read these documents 

together or divide the task between 3 groups or individuals in order to fill in the first half of 

the Annex 1 text with details about each action.  

They should also observe all 3 documents together at least once in order to notice the red 

shapes on each of them, which are a necessary hint for the next step. 



 
  

 

Step 3: On the same desk or table is a laptop, computer or tablet with the Genially titled 

“The European Parliament: Elections & roles”, containing information about some EU 

institutions, voting systems and plenary procedures (See Annex 4). It requires a 4-digit code 

to be unlocked, as hinted at by 4 #s where the password should be typed and each of the 

shapes present in red on the Annex 3 documents of the previous step. 

Students must count how many times each shape appears on those documents and type the 

numbers out in the order shown above the code box: △✰× would thus become 2342 (as 

there are 2 triangles, 3 stars, 4 squares and 2 crosses on the Annex 3 documents).  

Once they type in the code, they will be able to read 2 slides of information: one about the 

elections of Members of the European Parliament, with additional information about the 

D’Hondt method and proportional representation (including the Single Transferable Vote 

system) and one about the Ordinary Legislative Procedure and the role of the European 

Parliament, with additional information about the composition and roles of the Council of the 

European Union and European Commission. 

With this information, they will be able to fill the second half of the Annex 1 text.  

Note: The red question marks provide additional information which is not necessary to 

complete the document and may be skipped or dismissed by students without issue unless 

you wish for them to pay attention to those elements as well, in which case you should 

specify it beforehand, include some of them in the Annex 1 text or go back to those points 

during the debrief of this activity. 

Final step: Once the participants have completed the Annex 1 document correctly, the 

game ends as the Game Master tells them: 

“Congratulations, you have found the missing information! Thanks to your help, the 

Commission will now be able to present this document to the Parliament and the Council in 

order to get the European Green Deal approved and acted upon by EU institutions and 

member states! Good job! You can now leave the room.” 

Tips and tricks 

MATERIAL 

✓ Depending on the difficulty you wish for this activity and on the students’ prior knowledge, 

you could adapt the Annex 1 document to make it simpler or more complex with more 

specific elements present in the other annexes, such as details about various political 

groups (Annex 2), budgets or acts (Annex 3) or voting systems (Annex 4). 

 

✓ If you wish to decorate the classroom with posters about the environmental crisis or 

climate change, you may find many such elements on websites such as Pinterest, along 

with free educational resources on the GreenPeace website. You will also find examples 

from Canva as a bonus Annex, which you may print and use as you wish. 

https://www.pinterest.com.au/mikaidt/climate-change-posters-and-banners/
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/all-resources/education-resources/


 
  

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

✓ As all of the steps occur around a small number of elements to interact with, you will not 

need a big room to implement this escape room. You may use only one side or corner 

of a classroom with a desk or table for the documents and screen. 

 

✓ For the same reasons as above and considering that the steps should preferably be 

followed in a specific order, it may be best to play this escape room with a small group 

of students to avoid crowding or scattering their focus.  

 

✓ If too much time passes and the students have not yet completed the document required 

to escape the room, and if you don’t wish to end the activity in a failure, you may decide 

to either give them more time to figure out the missing information, or you may provide 

hints to help guide them. 

Annexes 

The following pages show the visuals of each document. You can click the links below to 

download and print them. 

Annex 1 Introduction: “The European Green Deal: We need to act 

now!” (Document to fill in + Answers) 

Download here 

Annex 2 Step 1: EP group cards (7)  Download here 

Annex 3 Step 2: Documents about European Green Deal (3) Download here 

Annex 4 Step 3: “The European Parliament: Elections & roles” 

(interactive Genially) 

Download here 

Bonus Posters on environmental issues and climate change (9) Download here 
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 Each member state returns a fixed number of MEPs, from 6 for smaller countries like Malta, Luxembourg and Cyprus, to 96 for Germany. 

 European elections must be based on proportional representation, reflecting the distribution of public support for each party, and must use the 
list system or the Single Transferable Vote system, where voters rank candidates in order of preference. 

 The D'Hondt method is used by 16 EU member states and is also called the Jefferson method or the greatest divisors method. Each party's 
total number of votes is repeatedly divided by 1 + the number of seats already allocated. Each division produces an average, and the list with the 
highest average vote is awarded the first seat, then the highest for the next division gets the second seat, and so on until all seats have been 
allocated. 
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 The Council of the European Union, not to be confused with the European Council, is composed of government ministers from each EU 

country, according to the policy area to be discussed, and is in charge of adopting EU laws and coordinating policies. 

 The European Commission is composed of 27 Commissioners, 1 from each EU member country, and promotes the general interest of the 
EU by proposing and enforcing legislation and by implementing policies and the EU budget. 

 The conciliation procedure starts on the third reading if the Council cannot accept the Parliament's decisions. Negotiations occur to reach an 

agreement in the form of a joint text, which has to be confirmed by both the Parliament and the Council. 
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