
 
  

 

ESCAPE ROOM 4: TIME FOR PEACE! 

Teacher’s guide 

General information 

• Topics covered: History and origins of the EU, WWII, EU values. 

• Age group: 13+ 

• Timing: Between 30 minutes and 1 hour 

• ER function: This escape room can be used as a “practical exercise” after a theoretical 

lesson on these topics in class. 

• Learning objectives: At the end of this ER, the pupils will be able to: 

✓ Know the origins, History and values of the EU 

✓ Distinguish the characteristics of democracy and autocracy (totalitarianism) 

✓ Distinguish the wartime of WWII and peacetime from treaties and accords 

Material 

In order to implement this escape room, you will need the following material : 

 A string or thin chain and 27 pearls / 

 A black and white map of EU member countries (with names) Annex 1 

 A timeline of EU enlargements with each year in a different colour Annex 2 

 A set of 28 small stickers or post-its in 8 colours representing each 

enlargement year + 1 grey sticker with “2020” 

Annex 

bonus 

 6 historical photos with numbers on each of them Annex 3 

 3 articles with 2 missing numbers in each of them Annex 4 

 5 documents with symbols and highlighted dates (day & month) Annex 5 

 A code sheet with Annex 5 symbols and 4-digit codes to fill Annex 6 

 A blank map of Berlin with the Berlin Wall and informative text Annex 7 

 8 documents about left-wing or right-wing topics Annex 8 

 The “Time to burst the bubble” quiz + a pen or pencil Annex 9 



 
  

 

Detailed scenario 

Introduction: The pupils are stuck in a room, preferably decorated with clocks or elements 

related to time travel or History, to set the mood. The teacher or Game Master tells them: 

“Welcome, mortals! I am Chronos, Greek God of Time, and I have summoned you here in a 

bubble where different time periods are mixed together. The only way for you to escape is to 

help me meet a demand that Zeus, leader of the Gods, has asked me to fulfil. 

He wishes to gift a magic necklace to Princess Europa to seduce her, but the pearls got lost 

throughout various time periods of Human History. I need you to find and give me bits of 

time from European History as an offering, so I can use my power to recreate the necklace 

for Princess Europa. 

If you are not able to collect the information and summon the pearls soon enough, Zeus will 

be angry with me, and I will not bother using more of my power to free you. You will thus be 

trapped in this bubble forever. Therefore, I advise you to explore, think and organise 

yourselves wisely. Good luck!” 

The students may explore and solve the steps in any order, in separate groups or together. 

You may also guide them to solve the steps in the order indicated below depending on their 

previous knowledge of these topics or their organisational skills. 

You should have a string or thin chain and a set of 27 pearls on you that you should add one 

by one to the string or chain as students find the correct information, displaying it so they can 

track their progress. You may choose to give them the string and allow them to assemble the 

necklace themselves throughout the adventure if you believe they will be able to track and 

keep it properly. That is not advised if they work in separate groups. 

Step 1: Colour me united (< 1992 >) 

There is a large map of Europe on the wall, with countries not members of the EU in grey 

and EU member countries in white, except for the UK, with their names and a short 

explanation about the Maastricht treaty at the top (See Annex 1). Under the map, there is a 

timeline of the EU enlargements with a colour for each year and the corresponding country 

names, with the UK in grey as well (See Annex 2).  

In a box or on a table near the map, there are 28 small stickers or post-its in 8 different 

colours corresponding to the ones on the timeline, with the concerned year on each coloured 

sticker (See Annex bonus). For instance, there would be 6 pink stickers with “1958”, 3 red 

stickers with “1973”, etc. There should also be a grey sticker with “2020” on it, relating to the 

departure of the UK from the EU due to Brexit. 

The students must place the stickers or post-its on the map so that each country has the 

colour and year corresponding to the time they joined the EU. They should place 2 stickers 

on the EU, the red “1973” one and the grey “2020” one. 

Once they have completed the map with all the stickers, the Game Master (Chronos) can 

create one pearl per correctly placed year, so 8 pearls should be added to the necklace. 



 
  

 

Step 2: The numbers of war (1920 >) 

There are 6 pictures on a table or desk in a random order, depicting WWII and its aftermath, 

with a number or year on each of them preceded by a # (See Annex 3). On the same desk 

or table are 3 articles where some numbers and years are missing, with a # too next to the 

scribbled-out information as a hint (See Annex 4). The students must match the photos and 

numbers with the articles in the right order: 

● “The Nazi regime and traits of totalitarianism”     > 1920 & 1984 

● “The victims of the Holocaust”     > 6 million & 22 million 

● “The end of World War II and its ugly truth”   > 1945 & 40 million 

Once they have correctly associated 2 photos with each article by placing them accordingly 

next to each other on the table, the Game Master (Chronos) can create one pearl per 

correctly placed number or year, so 6 pearls should be added to the necklace. 

Step 3: Stronger together (1951 > 1986) 

On a different table or desk are 5 documents, each of them with a symbol and highlighted 

dates in blue (day and month, not year - See Annex 5). Near them is a piece of paper with 

each symbol next to a 4-digit code that students need to fill in (See Annex 6). There is a 

blue clock next to each empty code as a hint to show students that they must complete the 

paper with the dates, as in the day and month, of the events on each document 

corresponding to the symbol. 

● Eiffel tower    > 1804 

● Dove of peace > 0309 

● Laurel crown > 2503 

● European Parliament logo > 1903 

● Luxembourg city flag (lion) > 1702 

Once they have correctly completed the code sheet, the Game Master (Chronos) can create 

one pearl per correct date, so 5 pearls should be added to the necklace. 

Step 4: Two sides of the coin (1913 > 2023)  

On a desk or table is a large blank map of Berlin, with a compass or wind rose at the top, the 

city cut in half by a line representing the Berlin Wall, with a short text explaining its meaning 

(See Annex 7). Placed in folders or stacks near the map, in random order, are 8 documents 

about political regimes, events or figures (See Annex 8).  

Each document displays the same compass or wind rose as the map, with question marks 

on the West and East side indicating that students must place the documents on the left or 

right side of the Berlin Wall depending on their political position (left-wing vs right-wing, 

democratic vs totalitarian or communist). 

Left side / West 

“Democracy in the European Union”   “Willy Brandt (1913-1992)” 

“Elections to the European Parliament”  “Treaty of Lisbon (2007)” 



 
  

 

Right side / East 

“Totalitarianism in the European Union”  “Hans Modrow (1928-2023)” 

“Italian Social Movement (1946-1995)”   “Elections in the Soviet Union” 

Once they have correctly placed them on each side of the map, the Game Master (Chronos) 

can create one pearl per correct placement, so 8 pearls should be added to the necklace. 

Final step: Time to burst the bubble 

Depending on the time spent by students to gather the 27 pearls or on their previous 

knowledge and organisational skills, you may provide the final quiz paper and a pen or 

pencil (See Annex 9), or you may decide to skip the quiz and give the final speech as soon 

as the necklace has been fully assembled. 

If you choose to provide the quiz, specify to the students that the necklace requires a 

formula or spell for its magic to be activated and that they may go back to previous steps to 

complete the paper with some of the information they have gathered during their exploration.  

Once they have completed the quiz and/or the necklace, the game ends as the Game 

Master (Chronos) tells them: 

“Congratulations, you have gathered all the pearls and assembled the necklace! Thanks to 

your help, I can now provide what Zeus asked me so he may offer this necklace to Princess 

Europa and seduce her! She will most likely adore this gift composed of bits of European 

History. Good job! You are now free from this time bubble and may go back to your era.” 

Tips and tricks 

MATERIAL 

✓ You can find in the Annexes a printable version of the set of stickers or post-its needed 

for Step 1 and may print them out on sticking paper in order to have the proper colours 

matching the Annex 2 timeline. 

IMPLEMENTATION 

✓ In order to implement this escape game, you will need a full classroom, including a wall 

for Step 1 to display the map and timeline, and at least 4 tables or desks.  

 

✓ Considering that the steps are numerous, do not need to be followed in a specific order 

and can be done simultaneously, you may decide to play this escape room with a large 

group of students, which could separate into smaller groups that would each solve a 

different step at the same time in order to put the gathered pearls together in a quicker 

and more efficient manner.  

 

✓ If you follow the previous advice and some groups solve their step quicker than others, 

you can ask them to help the other smaller groups to gain time. Note that some steps 

(such as step 4) require more reading than others. 



 
  

 

 

✓ If you play with a small group of students, you may need to give them more time to 

solve each step one by one and possibly skip the final quiz to avoid an overwhelming 

amount of information in a short period of time for each participant. 

 

✓ If an hour passes and the students have not yet earned all of the pearls and if you don’t 

wish to end the activity in a failure, you may decide to either give them more time to 

figure out the steps, or you may provide hints to help guide them. 

Annexes 

The following pages show the visuals of each document. You can click the links below to 

download and print them. 

Annex 1 Step 1: EU map Download here 

Annex 2 Step 1: EU enlargements timeline Download here 

Bonus Step 1: EU enlargement years stickers Download here 

Annex 3 Step 2: Historical photos with numbers (6) Download here 

Annex 4 Step 2: Articles with missing numbers (3) Download here 

Annex 5 Step 3: Documents with symbols and dates (5) Download here 

Annex 6 Step 3: Code sheet with symbols Download here 

Annex 7 Step 4: Berlin Wall map with info Download here 

Annex 8 Step 4: Documents on opposing political positions (8) Download here 

Annex 9 Final step: “Time to burst the bubble” Final quiz Download here 

 

 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mNfltdfCB5RIbxgLuTaNXBkIKCT_WoY-/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MwopcDEfZaBfkykEJfE_9zPFHl-3Z3x8/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15uw2YTDf0lxoD3KCKVNhvOQZj7qGExkn/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BvV4m3GeZ8jyVwSQSwqPY1LFndHl8Atl/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uQt7N0p5V_68vLrbtq2XMXcf4NGEe9B3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O1XdR4mfKzGBeUwUSYowmMZNNX36C8h4/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v-7mbW0kcCQsLC1ad93oPCHlP_BoPCB6/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-jRPU0JL72aQU8hqf1Hxd8xQS0fVSgAg/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1whA8Qh3Yy6Q66bw6ucMf23FOPjnGskZ0/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19fppesed0qaSfTGYiW5R-Hd8n0HVwjYj/view?usp=share_link
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